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 [Back:]   Joseph Cram’s Indenture 

[Front:]  This Indenture Witnesseth that Joseph Cram of Baldwin in the County of 
Cumberland Commonwealth of Massachusetts Aged Sixteen years the fifteenth 
Day of August in the year of our Lord 1818 (by and with the consent of his 
Mother Abigail Cram of Baldwin aforesd Widow) hath put and by these presents 
doth Voluntarily and of his own free will and accord put and by these bind 
himself Apprentice to Stephen Longfellow of Gorham in said County Esqr and 
Patience his Wife, to learn the Art of Husbandry with the said Stephen and 
Patience after the manner of an Apprentice to serve untill the fifteenth Day of 
August which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand Eight Hundred and 
twenty three when he will be twenty one years of Age during all which Time the 
said Apprentice covenants he will faithfully serve his said Master and Mistress 
their Secrets keep and lawful commands every where gladly obey, he shall do no 
damange to his said Master or Mistress nor suffer it to be done by others without 
letting or giving notice thereof to his said Master or Mistress, he shall not waste 
the goods of his said Master or Mistress nor lend them unlawfully to any   he 
shall not absent himself by day or by night from the service of his said Master or 
Mistress without their leave, nor haunt Ale Houses, Taverns, or play Houses but 
in all things behave himself as a faithful Apprentice ought to do towards his said 
Master & Mistress during said Term,   He shall not commit fornication nor 
Matrimony contract, at Cards dice or any other unlawful game he shall not play 
during said Term -----    And the said Stephen Longfellow for himself and 
Patience his said Wife doth hereby covenant and promise to teach and instruct or 
cause the said Apprentice to be taught and Instructed in the Art of Husbandry 
and also to find and provide unto The said Apprentice sufficient meat, drink, 
Cloaths, Washing and Lodging and to Send him to School eight Months within 
said Term and at the expiration there of to give unto the said Apprentice two 
Suits of Apparrell for all parts of his Body the one for Sabbath and the other for 
working Days suitable for him, and also a yoak of Steers three years old a Cow 
and Eight Sheep -----    In Testimony where of the Parties to these presents have 
hereunto set their Hands and Seals this twenty fifth Day of May one thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eighteen 

 Signed, Sealed & delivered       Stephen Longfellow 
  in presence of         Joseph Cram     [mark] 
   Sam Longfellow         Abigail Cram    [mark]  
  Betsey Sloper 
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