








[1862-01-07; letter from Joseph Nickerson & Co. to Allison Howes:] 
            Boston 7th  Jan. 1862 
Capt Allison Howes. 
  Batavia 
Sir 
  We enclose a copy of our last letter [no doubt 1861-12-24] which we 
sent open to Mess Baring Bros & Co London requesting them to advise 
you in it if the prospect of a war with England was removed & mail it 
to you. 
  We presume they said nothing about it to you, as at that time the 
Cause of difficulty had not been removed, “Mason” & “Slidell” not then 
having been summoned up to the British Government.   This has 
since been done, & it would now seem that the principal ground of 
difference having been taken away there can be no war, at any rate, 
not for six months though sooner or later a fresh cause of disturbance 
may arise, particularly if we do not succeed in putting down the 
Southern rebellion. 
  There is good prospect that this will be done in sixty days, or at 
least, that in that time our government will have possession of 
Missouri Kentucky & Virginia, as well as of Charleston and Savannah, 
and perhaps of Mobile & N. Orleans.  [over page]  This being done, 
there will be no fear that England will provoke a war with us, from 
want of a pretext. 
  Mess Baring Bros & Co. wished to cancel our letter of credit, as 
they have done in most all cases when they have issued them, but we 
would not consent to it.   Possibly they may have taken measures to 
annul it, but we don’t see how they could, unless they have issued 
general orders to stop negotiation of bills drawn by virtue of it.   We 
presume they have not done so with us & if you can negotiate the bills 
you draw, you will do so, and not be governed by any restrictions as to 
the use of the credit which they may have sent you. 
  You will proceed to load the Bark in conformity with our past 
instructions, except that 50 or 75 Tons of Sugar will be enough, 
unless it is much below our limits.   We also think well of pepper, and 
all kinds of spices, nutmegs &c. 
  Before leaving you will be sure and have the camboose taken out of 
the house, & the inside of the house well caulked, as we don’t want 
the cargo damaged.   also see that the holes in the [next page] ceiling 
are open so that the water can get to the pumps.   in short take every 
precaution in dunnaging, Storing, and in every way, to prevent 
damage to cargo. 
  You will load and get away with the best dispatch & make the best 
of your way home keeping entirely clear of St Helena, & Bermuda 
going to the Eastward of the latter, & not sighting either.   If you 
should happen to fall to the westward of Bermuda, make for Block 



island & vineyard should, so that you may have Holmes Hole & other 
ports in that neighbor-hood, at hand, for a refuge from southern 
pirates or other enemies in case there should be any; unless you 
should learn from any vessel you may spot that there is no danger. 
  You will have your cargo papers & Bills Lading made for Baring 
Bros & Co. or for whom it may concern consigned to their order, - any 
papers, letters or writing which would condemn the cargo in an 
English port, or if captured by Southern pirates must be thrown 
overboard, or put where they cannot be found, in case you are seized. 
  We hardly expect you will meet with any trouble of this kind, 
though it is best to be prepared for it, [over page] and that seems to be 
the general opinion here as we can get insured against risk of war & 
pirates at 1%, and we shall get insurance against these risks. 
  We fully expect you will load for home from Batavia.   If you 
should, on the contrary, go to Manilla & can get ⅓ to ½ of your 
capacity taken for freight at a good rate you will accept, and in no 
case get more than 50 Tons sugar on owners account.   You will not 
purchase hemp for the balance of you[r] capacity at over $3½ pr picul, 
unless exchange should be favorable. 
  Trusting you will succeed in getting home without damage & with a 
profitable cargo, we remain 
             Very truly Yours, 
              Jos Nickerson & Co 

 

       

 

These collections are protected by United States 
and International copyright laws. Personal non- 
commercial use of these materials is allowed.  
Any other use is strictly prohibited without the 
express written permission of the Dennis  
Historical Society. 
 


	1862-01-07 p1
	1862-01-07 p2
	1862-01-07 p3
	1862-01-07 p4
	Transcription

