


[1855-10-17; letter from William F. Howes to brother Allison:] 
            Graves End.   Oct 17th  1855 
Brother Allison. 
  I have been expecting to hear something from you before I left 
London as I understood you were at home, but if you dont write I will. 
  I have just got down here from London, the ship is all ready for 
sea.   The wind has just got round to the Eastward and we are now 
trying to get a steamboat to tow as far as the Downs.   We are bound 
to Calcutta in ballast & Chartered back to London or Liverpool at £5. 
per ton.   Am in hopes to make the voyage in 9 months or less and I 
shall then go home either with or without the ship.   I am aware it is 
too long for me to be away from home, but then I Could not make it 
Come just right to leave the ship here.   The prospect for business at 
home was not as good when I chartered as now. 
  I shall enclose in this a draft on Messrs Glidden & Williams for 
$150– in favour of Stephen Homer Jr.   I forgot to put it in my wife’s 
letter to day, after writing her that I would do so.   please do me the 
favour to hand it to her as soon as you get it.   Give my respects to 
your wife.   I am sorry to hear that her health is not first rate.   
remember me to our friends on the Neck    I should not much wonder 
if they were to forget me altogether as I am away so much of the time. 
  Send me a letter at Calcutta and let me know what is going on at 
home, and I will always respond. 
             Your Brother 
              W. F. Howes 
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