




[1857-06-18; letter from W. J. Forbes to Allison Howes; this is the letter of 
transmittal of the invoices above for the lumber:] 

             New York  June 18  1857 
Capt A Howes 
  Barque “Palestine” 
   D  Sir. 
    Herewith you will find Invoices and Bills of Lading of two 
Shipments of Lumber by your vessel for St Helena, Mauritius and 
Singapore – Shipped by me at half profits in lieu of freight, and 
consigned to you, for sales and returns. 
  You will please make me entirely separate account sales of the two 
Invoices, as another party is interested with me in that on deck. 
  It is my opinion that you will do will, to sell in St Helena whatever 
portion of both shipments, you can obtain a fair profit for, and the 
balance had doubtless better be closed out at Mauritius, even if 
without profit, as I imagine you will be likely to find no market 
whatever for it in Singapore. 
  If you sell at St Helena, and can find first class Bills on London at 
fair rates, it will be perhaps best to buy them, remitting to me, 
endorsed to my order, the first, from St Helena, and taking the 
seconds & thirds to send by other opportunities – So at Mauritius, if 
you sell there. 
  If you do not find first class Bills at fair rates, you will have to take 
the specie with you to Singapore, & remit to me from there – In that 
case advise me, as I shall wish to effect insurance.   Silver will be 
likely to be more valuable at Singapore than Gold.   The rate for Bills 
[over page] on London at Singapore ranges about four (4) Shillings and 
nine (9) pence for each Dollar. 
  I will be obliged by your sending me from St Helena and Mauritius, 
prices current, with Lists of Duties. 
  Do not fail to write me from both places, and if you become 
acquainted with responsible Commission Houses, be kind enough to 
request them to write me, giving Indents of desirable Cargoes of 
American articles, and such remarks and information, particularly in 
relation to Lumber, as will be of use in making further shipments. 
  Wishing you a pleasant and prosperous voyage, with the hope that 
this joint venture of your owners and myself may result in our mutual 
advantage. 
             I am Yours truly 
              W. J. Forbes. 
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