








[1877-06-22; letter from James Sturgis Howes to Mary Howes, wife of Allison:] 
             East Dennis   June 22. / 77 
Sister Mary 
  William F Yesterday received the papers &c in Settlement of Anthonys 
Est and we find that Allisons indebtedness will take all his share including 
the Cranberry ground so that in the matter of law there is nothing for 
Allison.   but you know as I wrote to Allison previously that William 
proposed that the heirs pay up his policy of the Ins and give to him which 
will take about $700.   and now upon examination of the Mortgage on the 
Cranberry ground I find that you did not sign it and of course that is an 
incumbrance on the sale of it and I find that some of the heirs are not 
willing to pay up the Ins Policy unless you sign a release of dower in the 
Cranberry ground first.   I will explain what I mean [over page] by right of 
dower.   in the first place it is worth nothing to you unless you out live 
Allison, and then you could have a right in the improvement of one third of 
the C. Ground during your life time so you will see that the value in that C. 
Ground is not worth much to you; and then on the other hand if the heirs 
pay up the ballance due on the Life Ins Policy you will then have a clear title 
to that in value after it is paid up    there should be a Dividend of some $40 
annually if the Secretary of the Co gave me correct information in regard to 
it.   so now I am going to say to you that my advise is by all means for you to 
sign a release of dower in the C Ground with the understanding that you are 
to have the Life Ins Policy paid up and transferred to you, but not without 
[next page]    I want you to reply to this soon as possible and if you will sign 
a release I will send one for you to sign and will see that the proper transfer 
of the Life Ins Policy is made to you and that every thing is all right.   I had a 
long talk with William yesterday and he seems all right now and says he will 
use his influence with the others to have this matter brought about soon as 
possible, says he never understood Allisons affairs before &c. 
  Lydia arrived home last evening all right    my Wife is gaining slowly but 
is quite feeble now.   hope and pray A & Charles will get a lot of Gold at the 
Black Hills and that you will all come home here Rich & happy 
  with Kind regards to you and the children, I remain 
              Your Brother 
               James 
[Over page:] 

P.S.   Allison wrote me in reply to my letter stating that the heirs would 
probably pay up his Life Ins Policy, that if I could get that done it would 
be all he could expect, and he would be well satisfied with it.   I think 
you can find my letter to him in regard to that matter perhaps 
            J S H 
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