


[1857-11-09; draft of letter from Allison Howes to William J. Forbes:] 
             Port Louis  Nov 9th 1857. 
Wm J  Forbes, Esqr. 
  Dear Sir. 
   In the hurry of the last day at St Helena, I entirely forgot to 
mention to you a mistake I had found in the invoice of hard pine 
Lumber on deck, there being one piece of 6 inch plank short.   I am 
confident  there was no mistake at St Helena as I checked each piece 
as it went out on a copy of the invoice, and had plenty of opportunity 
to count it along side and on the wharf after it was landed. 
  There was also an overrun in the measurement of one of the 7 inch 
planks of 161 feet to much.   I also neglected to write you what pieces 
I had sold.   They were all the hard pine planks on deck Leaving the 4 
spars and 3 beams which I have taken here and disposed of as per 
account. 
  I have had to employ a commission merchant here but his 
accounts are returned here in such a manner that I have been the 
whole of Saturday eve and Sunday making out my account which 
which [sic] I have tried to make as plain as possible 
  The whole of the Lumber and timber was sold at Concourance (a 
kind of French Auction) except a lot of rejected lumber which was sold 
at auction. 
  I should have written you before but there has no mail left here 
since I arrived. 
  Evening 9th 
I intended to have remitted you the ballance of the accompanying 
account, but today being a holiday here, it will detain the ship a day 
and the best I can do then will cost 4% in a draft on the north bank of 
Scotland.   I shall therefore take the specie to singapore in sovereigns 
as it is impossible to get the silver here.   The sovereign here is equal 
to five dollars. 
             I am yours Respectfully 
              Allison Howes 
              Bark Palestine 
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